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DELIVERED  IK  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  APRIL  23,  1864. 


Th'e  Hoase  having  under  consideration  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  to  investtgate  charges  made 
'oy  Eon.  J.  W.  McClurg,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  BLAIR  said: 

Mr. "Speaker:  I  am  as  lotli  as  any  other  member  to  consume  tbe  time  so 
necessary  for  the  public  business,  but  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  this  afTair 
is  of  such  an  extraordinary  character,  so  malicious  and  unjust  to  me,  that  I  have 
been  compelled  to  appeal  to  my  fellovz-members  for  the  privilege  of  making  a 
few  observations,  and  to  ask  their  indulgent  atteniion  at  this  time. 

It  is  shown  by  the  report  which  has  just  been  read  in  your  hearing,  that 
when  this  "  forgery"  was  committed  I  was  in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  trenches  before  Vicksburg,  using  my  utmost  efforts  for  the  preservation  of 
our  country  and  to  beat  down  its  enemies,  V^hen  it  was  made  public  and  cir- 
culated far  and  wide  in  the  newspapers  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  my  repu- 
tation, I  was  again  absent  from  my  home  and  in  command  of  the  fifteenth  army 
corps,  leading  its  gallant  soldiers  on  the  march  from  "Memphis  to  Chattanooga  to 
share  in  that  memorable  conflict  which  drove  Bragg  from  his  stronghold  on  the 
heights  of  Lookout  mountain  and  Missionary  ridge,  and  afterwards  to  the  relief 
of  our  beleaguered  army  at  Knoxville. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  regarded  as  indelicate  or  improper  for  me,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  I  have  been  placed  by  this  gross  and  unjust  aspersion 
and  the  consequences  which  followed,  to  allude  to  the  fact  that  I  was  assigned 
to  that  command  by  General  Sherman,  whose  corps  it  was,  until  he  was  pro- 
m'oted  to  the  command  of  the  army  and  department  of  the  Tennessee,  and  that 
after  that  most  eventful  campaign  of  marches  and  battles,  as  glorious  as  any 
recorded  in  our  railitHry  annals,  I  was  complimented  in  general  orders,  and 
received  tbe  thanks  of  my  commanding  general  for  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
handled  the  corps  ;  yet,  at  the  end  of  that  campaign,  I  found  myself  superseded 
in  the  command.  ' 

Now,  sir,  if  the  allegations  which  had  been  made  against  me,  when  absent 
and  in  the  service,  had  been  true,  it  would  have  formed  a  just  grouttd  for  my 
removal.  Ishould  have  been  unfit  to  command  any  portion  of  the  gallant  and 
patriotic  troops  of  my  country.* 

Finding  myself  superseded  in  a  command  of  whioh  I  was  so  justly  proud,  and. 
unconscious  of  having  committed  any  offence  which  should  have  subjected  me 
to  such  a  mortification,  I  came  here  to  resume  my  seat  in  this  House,  to  which 
I  had  been  returned  by  a  confiding  constituency,  and  which  I  had  left  eighteen 
months  before,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Administration,  to  raise  and  command 

*The  President  has  restored  General  Blair  to  the  command  of  a  corps  after  consulting  Generals  Grant 
nxid  Sherman. 
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troops  for  the  defense  of  the  country.  But  the  malignity  of  those  who  had 
orig-iirated  -and  propagated  this  atrocious  slander  against  me  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  humiliation  1  h^d  suffered  in  the  loss  of  my  command  ;  it  pursued  me 
into  this  House.  The  House  will  remember  the  occasion  when  a  member  from 
my  own  State  arose  and  reiterated  this  calumly.  I  repelled  it  at  the  time  in 
language  decorous  and  parliamentary,  so  far  as  the  member  himself  was  con- 
cerned, not  knowing  but  that  he  had  been  misled  by  those  who  had  originated 
and  circulated  the  slander,  but  at  the  same  time  denouncing  it  as  a  forgery, 
perpetrated  by  a  person  in  the  employ  of  the  Treasury  Department,  uttered  and 
put  in  circulation  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  who  had  him- 
self since  admitted  that  the  order  was  altered  and  was  therefore  a  forgery,  and 
that  it  was  printed  in  a  newspaper  which  was  pensioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  gentleman,  or  rather,  the  member  who  made  thai  allegation  at 
that  time,  having  my  denial  before  him,  having  the  admission  of  the  Treasury 
agent,  Bonner,  having  the  published  declaration  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of 
St.  Louis,  Mr.  Howard,  pronouncing  it  a  forgery,  and  also  having  the  paper  in 
his  hand  which  showed  palpably  upon  its  face  that  it  had  been  altered,  came 
into  this  House  to  renew  that  allegation  upon  a  subsequent  occasion,  and  with 
that  coarseness  and  brutality  which  is  characteristic  of  vulgor  minds ■>»- 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  out  of  order.  The  Chair 
will  have  the  rule  read.  The  Chair  will  sustain  the  rules  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  the  language  used  by  any  member  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  BLATR,  of  Missouri.     I  regret  the  use  of  the  language  here- 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  under  that  rule  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  is  out  of  order.  The  Chair  is  placed  here  by  the  House  to  enforce  its 
rule  in  regard  to  personalities ;  and  the  gentleman  cannot  proceed  unless  per- 
mitted by  the  House. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.     I  desire  to  explain. 

Mr.  WASHBTJRNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  the  gentleman  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed in  order. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  regret  that  I  employed  the  language  I  did  in  the 
presence  of  the  House.  I  desire  also  to  say  that  I  regretted,  and  do  now  regret, 
using  the  language  I  was  impelled,  by  a  feeling  of  natural  indignation,  to  use 
•iipon  a  former  occasion  in  the  presence  of  the  House. 

I  say,  sir,  that  this  member  was  not  content  to  reassert  the  charge  against 
me  of  having  violated  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  of  prostituting  the  oflBce  I 
held  in  the  service  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  speculation,  but  he  did  it 
in  an  insulting  and  irritating  manner,  and  made  every  effort  to  provoke  me,  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the  House ;  and  upon 
that  occasion,  I  say  again,  I  felt  myself  so  indignant  at  the  charge  made,  and 
at  the  manner  in  which  it  was  made  by  the  member,  that  I  found  it  impossible 
to  restrain  myself,  and  used  language  for  which  I  am  willing  to  apologize  to  the 
House,  but  fi^r  which  I  shall  never  apologize  to  him. 

Sir,  he  had  the  forged  order  photographed  and  brought  it  thus  prepared  for 
circulation  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  proclaimed  that  be  was  ready  to 
•distribute  them,  and  that  others  could  be  kad  cheaply  at  the  photographing  es- 
tablishment at  which  it  was  taken.  I  do  not  know  where  that  photograph  was 
made — whether  it  was  in  the  Treasury  Department  or  not,  I  believe  they 
have  machinery  of  that  kind  there.  It  is  not  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
world  in  which  the  fine  arts  have  been  prostituted  to  this  base  and  ignoble  pur- 
pose, that  of  perpetuating  and  disseminating  counterfeits.  I  congratulate  my- 
self, however,  that  while  the  art  of  photographing  has  been  applied  to  such  pur- 
poses, it  has  also  been  made  useful  in  the  detection  of  the  rogues,  crimiiial»^ 


and  counterfeiters  who  have,  basely  prostituted  the  art.  You  can  find,  sir,  in 
any  of  the  police  offices  of  the  country  a  "rogues  gallery,"  in  which  the  effigies 
of  those  eminent  for  their  crimes  and  rascalities  are  exposed  for  the  purpose  of 
recognition  and  detection.  I  intend,  following  that  suggestion,  to  enlarge  upon 
the  idea.  I  will  have  that  *'  order"  rephotographed,  and  I  will  have  it  decora- 
ted and  garnished  with  the  portraits  of  the  forgers  and  disseminators  of  the  for- 
gery, so  as  to  perpetuate  their  memories  and  villianies  in  connection  with  this 
specimen  of  their  art. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  follow  these  men  who  have  been  guilty  of 
this  baseness  toward  me  any  farther.  These  dogs  have  been  set  on  me  by  their 
master,  and  since  I  have  whipped  them  back  into  their  kennel  I  mean  to  hold 
their  masterjresponsible  for  this,  outrage  and  not  the  curs  who  have  been  set 
upon  me.  The  evidence,  sir,  shows  that  this  forgery  was  made  public  by  a 
Treasury  agent  who  knew  at  the  time  that  he  made  it  public  that  I  had  no 
interest  whatever  in  the  goods  covered  by  the  order;  who  ktiew  it  so  well  that 
the  goods  having  been  seized  he  turned  them  over  to  their  proper  owner,  because 
there  was  no  ground  for  their  seizure  and  confiscation.  He  turned  them  over 
to  the  man  who  appeared  on  the  paper  to  own  them,  and  yet  he  retained  in  his 
hand  this  paper,  to  which  he  had  no  light,  and  gave  it  out  for  publication 
after  I  had  been  assailed  in  the  newspapers  of  my  city  for  speculating  in  this 
whiskey.  He  gave  it  out  for  pub!icati(m  after  he  knew  the  facts  of  the  case 
and  he  had  had  his  attention  called  to  them,  because  I  had  attacked  Mr.  Chase 
in  a  speech  in  St.  Louis  and  assailed  his  trade  regulations.  So,  sir,  if  any  offi- 
cer of  the  Army,  or  any  member  of  Congress,  or  any  gentleman  feels  suffir.ient 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  in  the  honest  conduct  of  public  business  to  ussail 
in  a  public  speech  its  management  in  the  Treasury  and  the  operation  of  Treas- 
ury regulations,  he  lays  himself  open  to  assaults  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  ail  the  hounds  and  dogs  that  he  can  set  upon  him,  and  he  is  to  be 
hunted  and  dragged  down  by  false  charges  and  by  ^brgery. 

It  is  for  the  House  to  decide  whether  one  of  its  members,  in  the  face  of  the 
facts  which  were  brought  to  his  knowledge  when  he  first  made  these  charges 
on  this  floor,  shall  be  permitted  to  reiterate  in  a  manner  so  gross  and  offensive 
that  which  he  utterly  failed  to  substantiate  when  put  to  the  test,  and  escape 
without  censure.  It  is  for  the  members  of  the  House  to  decide  whether  such 
a  person  is  worthy  of  association  with  them  or  not. 

When  I  resumed  my  seat  in  this  House,  I  felt  myself  constrained  by  a  sense 
of  duty  t^^  ray  constituents  to  ask  for  a  committee  to  investigate  the  manner  in 
which  the  *' regulations  of  trade"  with  the  Stages  in  insurrection  have  been  car- 
ried out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  it  seems  that  the  Secre'aiy's 
friends  had  not  the  same  confidence  in  a  cmmittee  of  Congress  as  I  have 
shown,  for  when  I  asked  for  a  committee  to  investigate  the  charges  whi<  h  had 
been  made  against  theSecretary,  of  sacrificing  a  vast  public  interest  to  aovnnce 
his  ambition,  his  friends  upon  this  floor  refused  it,  and  I  was  assailed  in  all  the 
newspapers  of  the  country  with  having  made  that  allegation  agamst  the  Secre- 
tary bt^cause  he  had  stopped  my  ^'liquor  sp^^culation." 

Now,  Mr,  Speaker,  permit  me  to  say  that  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  advanced  to  his  present  position,  although  my  good  wishes  were  worth 
nothing  to  him  at  the  time,  yet  he  had  them.  I  was  in  favor  of  his  appoint- 
ment. As  a  matter  of  course  that  was  of  very  little  consequence  so  far  as  his 
appointment  was  concerned,  yet  it  is  a  fact  well  known.  It  is  of  conseq  lence 
simply  so  far  as  it  shows  that  I  was  not  inimical  at  that  time  to  the  S'-crt-tary. 
The  rca-^on  of  my  change  of  sentiment  toward  him  was  that  I  undeistood  that 
he  had  authorized  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  to  proclaim  on  the  streets  of  that 
city  on  the  19th  of  April  that  he  was  in  favor  of  lettmg  the  States  in  rebellion 
*'go  iu  pea®e,"  and  because  I  also  took  this  impression  from  the  tenor  of  hi? 


conversation  that  it  was- his  Opinion  and  Wish,  thattliey  shoiiHbe  allowed  toga 
in  peace.  I  understood  the  same  thing  from  the  publications  made  by  news- 
papers in  his  own  State  which  were  regarded  as  expressing  his  sentiments. — ■ 
The  allegation  was  made  that  such  was  his  position,  and  it  was  never  denied 
bv  him.     It  was  accepted  as  a  fact  by  all. 

I  know,  and  he  will  not  deny  his  written  and  recorded  opinion^  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  reinforcement  of  Fort  Sumter.  I  knew  that  after  Fort  Sumter 
had  fallen  he  had  opposed  the  calling  out  of  a  large  and  sufficient  force  to  put 
down  the  rebellon,  and  although  he  and  others  of  the  men  of  his  party  and  my 
party  then  (but  I  hold  no  party  relations  then  or  now  with  peace  men)  were 
compelled  by  the  war  cry  that  went  up  after  the  fall  of  Sumter  to  abandon  ap-^ 
parently  their  peace  position.  Yet  Mr.  Chase,  I  soon  found,  never  really  aban- 
doned his  determination  to  cut  oti  the  southern  States.  On  the  contrary,  he 
lias  endeavored  to  work  out,  by  another  programme,  the  very  thing  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  ddng^of  letting  the  South  go.  He  is  now  for  making  them  go,  so  far 
as  their  condition  as  States  is  concerned.  He  is  unwilling  that  they  should  ever 
return  to  interfere  with  his  presidential  aspirations. 

Why,  sir,  it  was  perfectly  understood  in  the  second  session—the  long  ses- 
sion— of  the  last  Congress,  that  he  favored  the  annihilation  of  the  State  govern- 
ments of  the  South.  His  friends  in  both  Houses  made  that  proposition  ;  those 
who  had  the  most  intimate  relations  with  him  in  both  Houses  made  that  prop- 
osition. And  it  is  pressed  in  this  House  again  this  winter  in  a  disguised  and 
iiasidious  form,  and  under  the  pretentious  title  of  "reconstruction,"  but  which 
is  in  fact  intended  for  the  destruction  of  those  States;  but  this  being  the  very 
crime  of  which  the  rebels  in  arms  are  guilty,  and  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ashley]  charges  upon  them,  it  is  thought  convenient  to  give  the 
operation  another  name.  The  bill  reported  by  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Davis,]  representing  the  committee  on  the  rebellious 
States,  v»^hich,  by  the  way,  is  composed  to  a  considerable  extent  of  the  Pomeroy 
private  circular  committee,  for  I  understand  that  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ashi^ey,]  and  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Blow,]  are  mem-^ 
bers  of  both  these  committees,  is  a  bill  which  could  very  propeily  have  come 
from  the  Pomeroy  committee.  It  is  a  bill  which  should  have  been  entitled  "  a 
bill  for  the  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union,  to  disfranchise  the  whiles  and 
enfranchise  the  negroes,  to  prevent  any  of  the  States  from  coming  back  in  time 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Lincoln  for  President,  and  to  promote  the  ambition  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury."  It  is  a  bill  which  requires  the  consent  of  Congress  for' 
the  readmission  of  any  of  these  States  to  the  Union.* 

The  gentlemen  proceed  in  their  disfranchising  bill  upon  the  pretext  that  the 
usurpation  of  the  rebels  for  the  hour  has  destroyed  the  States,  or  that  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  sent  to  drive  out  and  overthrow  the  rebel  power  which 


*The  speech  of  the  gentleman  who  reported  this  bill,  made  at  the  Cooper  Institute,  ITew  York, 
last  fall,  shows  that  this  should  be  its  title.    Mr.  Davis  there  said : 

'••If  we  fchould  confer  freedom  and  leave  the  negro  a  helpless,  disarmed  and  disfranchised  individual, 
you  have  left  him  the  prey  of  those  that  wield  political  power  over  him.  It  will  never  be  that  there 
shall  be  consolidated  liberty  at  the  South  until  the  President  shall  not  merely  have  proclaimed  freedom,- 
but  taught  the  negro  the  use  of  arms,  and  organized  him  for  freedom." 

'•.There  can  be  no  liberty  in  the  world  without  adequate  guarantee.  The  only  guarantee  to  be  given 
to  the  negroes  is,  that  at  the  end  of  the  war  large  masses  of  them  shall  be  in  arms,  whom  it  will  be  more 
difficult  to  reduce  to  slavery  than  to  let  them  remain  free.  [That's  so.]  Great  will  be  our  infamy  if  we 
should  attempt  to  expel  the  negro  from  our  soil." 

Wendell  Phillips  has  seized  upon  this  happy  thought,  and  in  a  recent  speech  delivered  in  the  same', 
house  in  the  same  city,  during  the  present  month,  thus  gives  it  utterance:  ;. 

';'•  Such  deeds  are  God's  means  for  making  you  willing  that  the  negro  should  occupy  this  place  in  the 
nation's  history,  with  the  powers  of  the  white  man,  lifted  lo  the  elective  franchise,  which  protects  him 
and  ensures  us.  Break  up  the  land  into  farms,  put  two  hundred  thousand  negroes,  with  a  rifle  in  each 
right  hand,  and  an  officer  of  their  own  choosing  at  their  head ;  put  three  hundred  thousand  black  and  white 
f  armers  by  their  side,  and  the  South  will  ripen  itself  Into  a  democracy.  That  is  natural  l^w  out  there. 
Then  I  would  have  civil  law  here  mature  the  same  thing." 
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lield  the  State  and  national  Grovernments  in  the  South  alike  in  abeyance,  are 
to  be  considered  conquering  forces,  extinguishing  the  local  constitutions  the 
nation  is  bound  to  guaranty.  Looking  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  the  cause  o\ 
all  our  disaster?!,  proves  that  instead  of  considering  the  State  governments 
abolislied,  Congress  would  best  perform  its  functions  by  amending  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  itself,  so  as  to  eradicate  slavery  from  our  whole  sys- 
tem. This  simple  remedy  which  can  be  attained  by  adhering  to  the  forms  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  supersedes  the  revolutionary  schemes  of  those  who  would 
convert  the  States  into  Territories  and  assert  absolutism  over  them  in  regard  to 
their  future  admission  into  the  Union.  The  founders  of  the  Government  saw 
the  lurking  evil  an  admitting  the  slave-tolerating  clause  in  the  Constitution  ; 
they  foretold  its  fatal  tendency.  Our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  before  he  was 
thought  of  for  the  place  he  holds,  predicted  that  this  Government  "  could  not 
endure  permanenily  half  free  and  half  slave."  And  can  there  be  a  better 
solution  of  the  danger  than  that  furnished  by  the  Senate's  bill  incorporating 
Jefferson's  ordinance  of  freedom  with  the  fundamental  law  of  the  nation  ?  Is 
it  not  better  than  disfranchising  States  and  robbing  loyal  men  of  their  rights, 
putting  them  on  a  footing  with  rebels  already  disfranqhised  by  their  bloody 
treason  ?  Our  soldiers  invoke  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  South  to  join  their 
ranks,  and  patriots  everywhere  would  call  on  the  loyalists  of  the  South  to 
renew  the  glorious  association  of  free  States  of  the  North  and  South  by  joining 
with  its  armed  deliverers  in  the  re-election  of  the  man  who  first  organized  free 
.government  over  oiir  whole  country,  and  has  thus  earned  the  high  privilege  of 
inaugurating  the  renewed  and  most  auspicious  career  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  dislike  to  interrupt  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  but  if 
we  are  to  have  all  these  questions  discussed  upon  a  personal  explanation  this 
discussion  will  take  a  week's  time.  I  am  therefore  constrained  to  raise  the 
question  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  that  I 
am  simply  endeavoring  to  show  the  motives  which  caused  me  to  oppose  Mr. 
Chase,  and  which  opposition  on  ray  part  caused  him  to  retort  upon  me  by  an 
assault  upon  my  character  and  reputation  by  the  forgeries  committed  and  dis- 
seminated by  his  understrappers. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  question. of  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont.  The  debate  upon  the  report  of  the  special  committee  must  be 
confined  to  the  subjects  of  that  report.  The  report  nowhere  refers  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  not  in  order,  therefore,  to  continue  the  line  of 
remark  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  indulging  in. 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  will  permit  me  to  remark  that 
unless  it  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  his  convenience  it  would  accommodate 
the  business  of  the  House  very  much  if  he  would  postpone  his  explanation  until 
some  other  day.  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  he  allow  this  matter  to  go 
over  for  a  few  days,  and  let  us  now  proceed  with  the  public  business. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  that  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  to  leave  the  city  this  evening. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I  of  course,  then,  withdraw  my 
proposition. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  will  proceed  in  order,  but  he 
must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  report  of  the  special  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  will  endeavor  to  confine  myself  to  the  report  of 
the  committee,  aud  I  think  I  shall  show  before  I  have  concluded  that  what  I 
have  been  saying  is  pertinent  to  that  report,  and  is  a  reason  why  it  should  be 


printed.     I  do  not  suppose  the  Chair  desires  to  diqtate  to  me  what  line  of  argu- 
ment I  shall  pursue. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  confine  the  discussion  upon 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  to  the  subject  of  that  report;  and  the  Chair 
will  say  that  he  cannot  allow  any  such  latitude  of  debate  as  the  gentleman  has 
iQdulged  in.  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is  of  course  subject  to  reversal  by  the 
House.  He  thinks  that  if  the  line  of  remark  of  the  gentleman  could  be  re- 
garded as  pertinent  to  the  report  there  is  no  subject  whatever  connected  with 
the  war  that  could  not  be  discussed  upon  that  report. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  say  that  I  am  endeavoring  to  show  why  this  at- 
tack has  been  made,  and  I  think  that  is  competent  in  discussing  this  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee,  and -has  not  been  reported  upon  by  them. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  The  report  distinctly  shows  that  this  attack  was 
made  upon  me  because  of  my  opposition  to  the  SecretEiry  of  the  Treasury  ;  that 
this  was  the  cause  of  the  personal  attack  which  has  been  made  upon  me.  The 
case  is  precisely  similar  to  that  made  before  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  and  which  will  be  found  in  their  whitewashing  report.  Fremont  said 
that  I  quarreled  with  him  because  he  would  not  give  a  contract  to  my  friends. 
I  showed  that  the  contract  was  actually  made  upon  his  order,  over  his  own 
signature. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  again  thinks  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  This  attack  was  made  upon  me  for  the  same  rea- 
son, and  with  the  same  motive,  because  I  had  assailed  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  regard  to  his  trade  regulations.  It  was  retorted  on  me  that  I  was  a 
dishonest  man,  and  that  I  was  mad  at  his  regulations  because  they  deprived 
me  of  opportunity  for  whisky  speculation,  and  this  was  done  by  a  man  in  office, 
retained  by  Mr.  Chase  in  office  ever  since,  and  who  will  probably  be  retained 
for  this  very  service. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  motives  which  led  me  to  separate  from  Mr. 
Chase.  I  had  intended  to  make  some  further  remarks,  but  inasmuch  as  the 
Speaker  has  ruled  them  out  of  order,  and  I  have  been  compelled  so  often  this 
morning  to  appeal  to  the  House  to  give  me  permission  to  speak,  I  will  not  fol- 
low that  point  further. 

I  made  the  allegation  in  the  House  the  other  day  that  I  could  prove  frauds 
and  corruptions  in  the  trade  between  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  I  asked  an 
oppoutunity  to  do  so  and  I  was  refused.  The  organ  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment in  this  House,  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  [Mr.  Stevens] 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  permit  me  to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  What  about  ? 

Mr.  JULIAN.  In  regard  to  this  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  yield  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  JULIAN.  I  wish  to  remind  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  that  the  friends 
ofMr.  Chase  did  agree  to  refer  the  question  of  his  alleged  misconduct  to  a  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  specially  charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating  all  con- 
tracts growing  out  of  this  war. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  What  had  those  trade  regulations  to  do  with  con- 
tracts growing  out  of  the  war  ?  [Laughter.]  Yes,  sir,  and  I  was  going  to  say 
so  myself.     I  was  going  to  say  what  the  gentleman  has  said  so  much  better 


than  I  could ;  and  it  was  done  on  the  motion  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  who  represents  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  this  House.  From  that  I  should  judge  it  was  done  at  the  instance  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  do  not  know  by  what  authority  the  gentlemen  says  that 
I  represent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  You  represent  the  committee  of  finance  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  But  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  does  not  represent 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  It  represents  the  Treasury  Department  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  does  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  injustice  by  saying  that  I  represent  in  any  manner  the  Treasury  De- 
paitment. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  done  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  any  injustice.     It  looked  so  to  me  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  regretted  more  still  that  the  motion  should  have  been  pro- 
posed— after  the  failure  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Stevens]— by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  from  the  Secretary's 
own  State,  a  gentleman  who  distinguished  himself  here  and  in  the  field,  and 
from  whom  I  had  hoped  fairness  and  justice  toward  me.  The  motion  carried. 
It  would  not  have  been  made  at  all  had  it  not  been  foreseen  that  the  special 
committee  which  I  asked  would  have  carried  when  it  came  up  in  its  regular 
order,  and  of  which  I  had  given  notice.  It  was  to  forestall  me  from  giving  it 
any  direction  of  that  kind,  to  prevent  my  having  control  of  the  inquiry  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  rule.  It  was  against  parliamentary  rule  to  take  a  subject 
of  that  kind  out  of  the  hands  of  those  favorable  to  the  investi2:ation. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  permit  me  to  interrupt  him. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  refers  to  the  resolution  I  intro- 
duced. , 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.    I  did. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  introduced  that  resolution,  I  will  say  frankly,  in  order  to 
secure  aa  impartial  investigation.  I  did  not  think,  after  what  the  gentleman 
had  said,  that  he  was  a  fit  person  to  sit  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Parliamentary  law  looks  at  that  differently.  I 
may  not  be  a  fit  judge,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  any  controversy  on 
that  subject,  and  do  not  give  myself  the  slightest  concern  as  to  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  in  regard  to  my  fitness  or 
unfitness  for  such  a  position.* 

But  the  parliamentary  law  is  different.  It  confides  'every  subject  to  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  an  inquiry,  and  it  says  definitely  that  those  who  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  against  the  thing  ought,  when  they  are  appointed  on  the 
committee,  to  retire  from  the  committee;  and  yet  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  referred  this  mattei',  went 
against  that  resolution  of  mine.  And  after  the  members  of  that  committee  had 
voted  against  the  matter  itself,  they  ought  to  have  declined  to  act,  under  par- 
liamentary law. 


*=  The  law  of  parliamentary  proceedings  says  "that  "  the  child  is  not  to  be  put  to  a  nurse  that  cares  not 
for  it  "—an  investigation  is  not  to  be  committed  to  those  who  oppose  it. 

'•  It  is  therefore  a  constant  rule,"  says  the  Manual,  "  that  no  man  is  to  be  emploj^ed  in  any  matter  who 
has  declared  himself  against  it."  "  And  when  any  member  who  is  against  the  bill  (or  inquiry)  hears  him- 
self named  of  its  committee  he  ought  to  ask  to  be  excused."  (Barclay's  Digest,  p  84)  If  the  scrutiny  is 
intrusted  to  those  who  are  opposed  to  it,  of  course  nothing  will  be  found. 


But  the  subject  was  sent  to  that  committee,  an  impartial  committee.  Well, 
sir,  if  you  will  look  at  their  report  in  the  case  of  Fremont,  you  will  find  that 
two  of  the  members  of  that  committee  in  this  House  refused  to  sanction  tliat 
white  washing  report,  for  the  reason  that  the  evidence  of  material  wimesses  was 
wanting  belbre  that  corumittee.     Here  is  what  they  say  : 

As  the  testimony  which  the  committee  submit  in  relation  to  the  Western  department  is  so  incomplete, 
the  testimony  of  so  many  witnesses  deemed  material  by  the  whole  committee  being  wanting,  the  under- 
signed decline  to  concur  in  the  above  report,  and  for  themselves  prefer  to  submit  tiie  testimony  without 
comment. 

D.  W.  OOOOH, 
M.  F.  ODELL. 

This  is  the  impartial  committee  that  made  the  finding  in  the  Fremont  case — 
whitewashed  him — to  which  the  matter  in  reference  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  is  to  be  subkxitted  in  .preference  to  a  committee  which  would  have 
been  formed  by  the  honorable  Speaker  of  this  House  upon  my  resokition.  This 
is  the  committoe  which  reported  in  favor  of  Fremont,  when  two  members  of  it 
came  in  here  and  said  to  the  House  that  the  evidence  of  witnesses. which  had 
not  been  brouglit  before  the  committee  was  so  injportant  that  they  could  not 
concur  in  the  report.  This  is  the  impartial  committee  in  which  the  friends  of 
the  Secret.'-.-y  of  the  Treasury  wish  to  bury  his  delinquencies  and  hide  the 
frauds  of  his  agents  and  partisans  who  are  pJundering  the  Government ;  a  com- 
mittee which  refuses  to  take  the  evidence  "  of  so  many  toitnesses  deemed  mate- 
rial hy  the  lohole  co.nmittee  .^"  and  yet  feels  itself  constrained  to  whitew?ish  the 
the  presidential  aspirant  of  its  own  party  on  trial  before  them  1  Mr.  Chase  and 
his  friends  have  reason  to  prefer  this  select  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  do  it  "because  I  propose  to 
confine  the  gentleman  who  shall  answer  him  to  a  more  stringent  and  rigid  ad- 
herence to  the  rules.  My  point  is  that  the  course  of  the  gentleman's  remarks 
is  not  pertinent  to  the  report  made  by  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gentleman  is  not  in  order  in  the  remarks 
he  has  made  ;  and  as  he  has  leave  of  the  House,  npon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Washburne,]  to  proceed  in  order,  he  must  confine 
himself  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.    I  propose  to  do  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  what  the  gentleman  has  been  doing. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Now,  sir,  since  it  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  that 
committee  I  will  say  that  I  think  it  already  disposed  of  in  that  brief  report  of 
the  two  dissenting  members,  and  therefore  I  leave  the  point,  simply  saying  that 
the  whitewashing  that  was  put  upon  General  Fremont  has  dropped  ofi:".  A 
more  impartial  committee,  in  the  shape  of  a  court-martial,  aftf^rwards  sat  in 
Missouri,  tried  his  accomplice  for  acts  done  by  his  order  and  under  his  au- 
thority, and  cashiered  him  from  the  Army.  I  refer  to  the  court-martial  in  the 
case  of  M^jor  McKins,try,  the  "  friend  "  and  quartermaster  of  Fremont  while  he 
was  in  Missouri. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mi?souri  is  not  in  order.  The  gentle- 
man must  proceed  in  order  or  he  must  discontinue  his  remarks.  The  point  of 
order  as  to  the  latitude  of  debate  has  not  been  made  by  the  Chair,  but  by  a 
member  upon  the  floor. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  understand  where  it  comes  from,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  I  cannot  speak  to  please  certain  gentlemen.  I  am  endeavoring  to  vindi- 
cate myself,  and  I  have  the  permisson  of  the  House  upon  this  occasion  to  speak 
upon  that  report  in  vindication  of  myself. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  has  permission  to  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  Now,  sir,  the  allegation,  out  of  revenge  for  which 
this  charge  was  leveled  against  me,  was  that  there  had  been  corruption  and 
fraud  in  the   whole   valley  of  the   Mississippi    in   these  trade  regulations,  that 
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these  agents  were  selling  permits,  and  I  offered  to  prove  it.  That  was  refused. 
Now  certainly  it  is  not  out  of  order  for  me  to  show  that  what  I  said  and  what 
I  offered  to  prove  was  true,  and  to  show  still  more  conclusively  how  atrocious 
it  was  to  make  this  false  charge  against  me  to  cover  fraud  and  uialfeasaDce  in 
office. 

Now,  sir,  since  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  the  House  upon  that  occasion 
when  my  committee  was  refused,  I  have  received  some  letteis,  and  here  is  one 
which  is  exceedingly  interesting,  dated  Vicksburg,  March  9,  1864.  I  vouch 
for  the  integrity  and  respectability  of  the  writer :    * 

VicKSEXTKG,  March  9,  1864. 

Dear  General  :  From  appearances  it  seems  not  unlikely  that  discussion  may  arise  during  the  session 
respecting  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  valley  and  its  relations  to  the  Treasury  Department.  I  hope 
I  may  stand  excused  for  offering  the  result  of  iiiy  observations  between  Memphis  and  New  Orleans. 

As  I  wrote  you  before,  the  ostensible  reasons  givea  for  the  present  interference  with  trade  are  two, 
namely :  fir.- 1,  to  prevent  contraband  of  war  reaching  the  enemy,  and  second,  to  raise  a  revenue  from  the 
insurrectionary  districts.  No  one  can  see  more  clearly  than  yourself  the  actual  tendencies  of  the  sy  stern. 
It  does  not  prevetit  the  smuggling  of  contrabands— as  I  am  prepared  to  show — and  this  method  of  rais- 
ing revenue  is  both  costly  and  cumbrous.  Futher,  the  system,  however  well  meant  in  design,  is  proving 
disastrious  in  practice. 

By  an  unwise  provision  in  the  Treasury  regulations,  based  on  the  confiscation  act,  the  informant  who 
libels  any  product  belonging  to  the  public  enemy,  is  entitled  to  half  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  by  filing 
bonds  for  the  amount  iu  case  the  owner  should  claim  his  property  through  oath  or  pardon.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  the  agents  of  the  Treasury  Department  have  abandoned  the  more  legitimate  duties  of 
their  ofiSce  for  the  more  profitable  one  of  libeling  cotton,  which,  if  honestly  carried  out,  would  include 
nineteen  twentieths  of  all  now  in  these  districts.  It  must  be  apparent  to  you  that  these  agents  can,  in- 
stead of  taking  half,  by  a  fiction  with  the  aid  of  friendly  perjury,  take  nearly  the  whole,  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  belief  and  information,  is  actually  the  practice. 

I  do  but  give  expression  to  common  report  when  I  say  that  the  Treasury  ofificials  by  means  of  outsiders 
are  now  engaged  in  the  most  gigantic  robberies  of  modern  times,  exceeding  the  famous  operations  of 
Clive  in  India.  So  far  has  this  gone  that  some  of  them  at  least  are  quarreling  about  the  spoils.  Judge 
Hart,  of  Natchez,  and  McDowell,  of  Vicksburg,  are  at  this  moment  disputing  about  six  hundred  bales. 
I  grieve  to  say  that  the  Government  is  not  likely  to  get  its  own  between  them.  Indeed,  it  is  reported 
officially  that  less  than  one  hundred  bales  have  been  turned  over  to  Government  since  July  last.  It 
would  be  well  to  call  for  a  return  of  all  cotton,  &c.,  seized  and  turned  over  in  this  valley.  The  folly  of 
the  present  system  is  seen  also  in  the  fact  that  about  eight  hundred  horses  and  mules  and  animals 
brought  in  by  the  late  raid  have  been  transferred  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  are  now  dying  for  lack 
of  attention. 

,  The  chief  evil  is  corruption,  and  it  takes  various  forms.  Among  others  it  is  known  that  thirty  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  have  passed  beyond  the  lines  in  one  day,  duly  "permitted.*' 
Nothing  is  more  simple  and  easy  than  to  get  a  "permit"  to  ship  a  barrel  of  flour,  which,  when  beyond 
the  lines,  proves  to  be  a  barrel  of  percussion  caps,  as  was  actually  the  case  with  five  barrels  "permitted  " 
at  Memphis. 

The  influence  of  the  present  Treasury  system  is  evil  and  evil  only,  and  the  only  sure,  proper,  and  safe 
remedy  is  total  abolition.  The  vast  swarm  of  officials,  like  locusts,  are  eating  up  the  revenue.  The 
growing  power  and  patronage  of  the  Secretary  are,  as  you  are  aware,  being  used  to  influence  the  next 
presidential  election,  and  the  power  sought  to  be  placed  in  his  hands  in  Congress  is  full  of  danger. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  your  attention  to  the  transfer  of  all  the  abandoned  property,  including  plan- 
tations, to  that  Department.  Under  that  system  the  Treasury  has  overtuned  the  wholesome  regime 
adopted  by  Adjutant  General  Thomas,  and  is  now  farming  out  its  privileges  Avithout  reference  to  law  or 
economy.  A  tax  has  been  imposed  on  all  cotton  raised  by  free  labor,  without  authority  from  <^;ongress. 
The  condition  of  the  vast  number  of  colored  people  is  rapidly  becoming  worse  under  this  rule.  I  can 
not  but  regard  it  as  an  anomaly  to  place  th^^  leasing  and  working  of  abandoned  plantations  in  the  revenue 
department.  It  is  essentially  a  martial  affair,  with  a  political,  civil,  and  philanthropic  side  ;  and  would, 
therefore, have  been  more  properly  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior;  or  if  it  is  contemplated 
to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Agriculture,  the  freedman's  affairs  would  legitimately  belong  to  it.  Ton  can  de- 
termine the  tendencies  of  this  latter  measure  lately  under  consideration. 

From  the  vast  influx  of  negroes  now  coming  into  our  lines,  it  has  become  imperative  to  establish  some 
thorough  and  comprehensive  system  for  their  disposal.  They  come  with  the  armies,  and  are  at  once  in- 
cumberances  and  i>esti!ence.  Any  system  must  contemplate  for  them  a  government  of  force  and  mili- 
tary protection.  The  Army,  with  its  organized  commissariat,  can  best  govern  them,  themselves  furn- 
ishing the  class  of  soldiers  for  the  purpose.  By  reasonable  care  they  can  be  made  n^t  otfly  self-sup- 
porting, but  an  actual  source  of  profit  to  the  Government.  Ten  thousand  of  them  are  at  work  working 
in  this  district  now. 

I  need  not  urge  upon  you  the  expediency  of  watching  every  attempt  of  the  enemies  of  the  Adminis- 
tration to  extend  their  unparalleled  patronage.  This  struggle  has  fairly  commenced  here,  and  the 
enormous  gains  of  the  placemen  and  their  favorities  are  used  lavishly. 

The  reading  of  this  letter  was  interrupted  by  the  following  proceedings  : 

Mr.  HI(jrBY.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  There  is  no  evidence  in  the 
whole  proceedings  to  bear  out  the  gentleman  in  the  remarks  which  he  is  mak- 
ing in  that  paper. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  repeatedly  stated  to  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  that  the  debate  must  be  confined  to  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  There  is  no  evidence  in  the  report  which  bears  him  out  in  that 
.remark. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  aware  that  where  a  point 
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of  order  is  made  of  this  kind,  and  a  single  gentleman  object?,  tlUe  right  of  the 
gentleman  to  proceed  will  depend  upon  the  consent  of  the  House.  He  cannot 
proceed  otherwise.  For  that  reason  the  Chair  desires  that  the  gentleman  shall 
confine  himself  to  the  report,  so  that  no  point  of  order  shall  take  him  from  the 
floor,  as  a  point  of  order  will,  if  any  gentleman  objects  to  his  proceeding. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My  point  of  order  is  this: 
that  when  a  member  of  this  House,  one  of  our  peers,  has  been  attacked  and 
allowed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  charges  made  against  him,  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  report  of  that  committee  he  has  a  right  to  inquiie  into  the 
motives  that  impelled  that  attack  on  him,  and  that  is  all  which  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  has  done  or  attempted  to  do. 

Mr.  HIGBY.     Ho  is  vindicated  by  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     I  claim  that  he' is  entitled  to  be  heard  for  one  hour. 

The  SPEz\KER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  must 
coniiue  himself  to  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  It  is  for  the  reason  that  the  gentleman  fi'om  Missouri  is 
confining  himself  to  the  report  that  I  insist  that  he  is  in  order.  He  has  never 
departed  from  the  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  argue  the  point  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  ;  but  if  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  in  regard  to 
Fort  Surater  are  in  order  in  the  discussion  of  this  report,  then  any  conceivable 
subject  v/ould  be  in  order  in  this  debate. 

Ml'.  MALLORY.  He  is  discussing  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  impelled  this  attack  upon  him. 

the  SPEAKER.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not  on  trial  before  the 
committee  and  is  not  on  trial  before  this  House.  On  the  contrary,  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  has  expressly  stated  that  the  House  refused  to  give  him  a 
committee  to  investigate  charges  against  the  Secretary,  and  has  expatiated  at 
some  length  upon  that  fact. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  select  committee  expressly  assert  that  there  was  a 
forgery  against  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  calculated  to  injure  his  character 
and  reputation  by  an  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  gentleman  is 
tracing  it  up  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  now. 

Mr.  HIGBY.  There  is  no  proof  in  the  report  or  in  the  evidence  that  an  oflS- 
cial  forged  that  paper.  The  proof  is  that  a  personal  and  political  friend  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  been  vindicated  by  the  report  made  that  forgery,  and  that 
he  was  not  an  official  at  the  time  of  the  forgery. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  The  gentleman  from  California  is  entirely  mistaken 
in  his  statement  of  the  evidence. 

Mr.  HIGBY.   ^No,  I  am  not. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  think  you  are;  but  the  evidence  will  settle  that 
questiorii 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  repeatedly  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  I  am 
not  proceeding  in  order  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  California 
to  withdraw  the  point  of  order  and  let  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  have  his 
hour.     [Cries  of  "  That's  right."] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     I  hope  the  gentleman  will  do  that. 

Mr.  HIGBY.     I  withdraw  the  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  Chair  now  understands  that  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  has  an  unlimited  right  to  speak  for  the  residue  of  his  hour  without 
regard  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee.  [Cries  of  "  Agre'ed"  and  "  Go 
ahead."] 
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Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  (resuming.)  Now,  I  propose  to  show  thnt  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  all  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  his  hands^ 
with  the  collection  of  our  foreign  revenues  and  of  the  vast  internal  revenues  in 
his  hands,  is  using  these  abandoned  plantations  and  grasping  at  all  power  and 
patronage  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  fund  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the 
Pomeioy  committee  to  carry  on  his  war  against  the  Administration  which  gave 
him  place. 

Now,  I  will  read  other  letters  on  the  same  subject.  This  letter  is  frorn  a 
man  who  bears  as  high  a  character  for  honor  and  integrity  as  any  other  man  in 
America: 

"Dear  Frank:  I  inclose  yon  a  copy  of  General  Banks's  complete  and  comprphensive  system  of 
leasing  plantations,  also  the  ill-digested  and  unsatisfactory  plan  that  the  Treasury  Department  has  forced 
upon  us  The  experiment  so  far  of  working  these  freed  men  has  proven,  what  all  sane  men  knew,  that 
it  will  take  time  for  them  to  realize  the  responsibilities  and  duties  that  fall  upon  them  with  their  new 
position.  They  t>refer  the  idleness  with  good  rations  furnished  them  at  the  '  home  farms.'  whicli  figure 
so  largely  in  Mellen's  plans,  to  the  labor  and  wages  of  regular  work  Compulsory  measun-s  are  neces- 
sary to  force  them  from  these  places,  and  such  punishment  as  Bwuks's  system  embraces  i.'  necessary  to 
make  them  perform  their  regular  work  They  will  in  due  time,  under  such  treatment^  with  the  educa- 
tion of  their  youth,  grow  to  the  stature  of  free  men.  At  the  same  time  their  employers  would  rf-alize  a 
profit  and  the  Grovernment  a  revenue  that  would  amply  repay  the  expense  of  protecting  the  plantations 
and  enforcing  the  regulations. 

"The  result  of  my  experiment  last  year  illustrates,  on  a  small  scale,  the  truth  of  my  statements.  I 
cultivated  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  fed,  clothed,  and  paid  one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  and 
turned  into  the  Treasury  over  ten  thousand  dollars;  the  tax  upon  the  cotton  I  raised  more  than  twenty 
dollars  to  the  acre.  There  are  negroes  enough  in  our  lines  to  cultivate  a  million  acres,  and  capital  to 
put  the  whole  machinery  into  moiioti  if  Banks's  system  were  adopted  and  proper  officers  selected  to  carry 
out  his  measures.  The  'home  farms'  in  Mellen's  system  have  completely  <lefeated  the  working  of  these 
plantations  by  lessees.  The  negroes  are  collected  and  kept  upon  them,  fed  at  Government  expense,  to 
raise  cotton  to  enrich  the  officers  in  charge  of  them.  These  officers  of  course  are  opposed  to  giving  up 
the  laborers  and  keep  them  all,  I  and  my  partners  wanted  to  work  eight  or  ten  thousand  acres  this 
season.  We  have  permits  to  s:o  to  the  home  farms  and  take  four  hundred  negroes  that  may  be  willing 
to  go  with  us.  A  month's  trial  has  not  secured  us  a  single  hand,  although  ten  thousand  drawing >Tations 
from  the  Government  are  in  easy  reach  of  us.  I  went  myself  the  other'dav  to  the  Van  Buren  hospital, 
where  about  seven  hundred  are  crowded,  living  in  filth  and  squalor.  I  spent  a  whole  day  canvassing 
them.    The  invariable  answer  was,  '  I  stays  with  the  Lieutenant.     I'se  don' berry  well  here  ' 

"  We  have  very  inadequate  protection  here  and  not  police.  Many  plantations  have  hordes  of  negroes 
upon  them  who  roam  the  coimtry  in  armed  bands,  stealing  cattle  and  mules,  and  keeping  the  whole  dis- 
trict in  constant  alarm.  I  dread  them  far  more  than  I  do  the  guerrillas.  The  plantation  I  am  liviBg  on 
is  doing  very  well.  Every  negro  I  had  last  year  is  still  with  me.  They  have  hariied  to  take  a  proper 
view  of  things  and  work  well.  I  would  now  have  had  half  a  dozen  plantations  running  as  smoothly  as 
this  could  Banks's  brains  have  worked  this  high  up  the  river." 

"  New,  Orleans,  Loxtisiana,  March  10, 1864. 

"Dear  Sir:  I  see  that  the  fight  has  commenced  in  earnest  between  President  Linloln's  friends  and 
the  Chase  clique.  Things  have  turned  out  just  as  I  expected  when  Chase  went  into  the  Cabinet  He  has 
been  getting  ready  to  sting  to  death  the  Administration  that  has  given  him  his  importance. 

As  you  are  on  "  the  smell''  of  Treasury  permits  and  contraband  trade,  I  can  put  you  on  the  track  of  a 
case,  the  testimony  of  which  is  in  Washington,  I  presume  in  the  War  Office,  which  I  am  advis^^d  will 
furnish  rich  developments  The  iavestigation  took  place  l^efore  Brigadier  General  Mason,  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  in  April  and  May,  186-S,  from  which  it  appears  that  a  lawyer,  named  Cobb  carne  to  Columbus 
in  the  winter  of  that  year  «nd  showed  a  pass  from  the  Jefi'.  Davis  government  to  trade  in  cotton  in  Texas 
and  supTjly  the  rebels  with  merchandise  to  one  John  W.  Baker,  Avho  thereupon  got  up  a  stock  com- 
pany in  which  himself  and  divers  others  were  concerned,  among  them  A.  P.  btone,  Chase's  ('ollector 
of  Internal  Hevenue.  The  vessel  was  bought  and  loaded  with  "supplies,  and  -svas  about  to  start  via 
Halifax  to  Matamoras  under  the  British  flag.  It  was  seized,  Cobb  escaped,  and  on  examination  Stone 
admitted  he  subscribed  $5,000  in  the  name  of  Young,  banker  at  Piqua,  Ohio.  Powerfid  parties  have 
since  been  trying  to  hush  up  the  affair.  General  Joseph  H  Gelger  and  Henry  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  represented  the  matter  to  <!hase  and  demanded  Stone's  removal,  but  he  put  them  off,  and 
there  the  affair  rests  yet.  Write  to  B.  F.  Martin,  Esq.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  you  can  get  the  full  facts. 
Stone  has  always  been  one  of  Chase's  chief  pres'idential  fuglers  in  Ohio,  and  if  the  proof  fastens  guilt  upon 
him  Old  Abe  should  be  posted,  a  removal  made,  and  thenour  friends  will  have  some  inducement  to  work 
in  Ohio.  I  tell  you  we  will  go  under  unless  the  President  backs  up  his  friends,  and  then  the  people 
and  the  army  will  whip  out  all  the  Washington  politicians. 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

.  "  Beaitfort,  SotJTn  Carolina,  Febt^unry  28. 

Sir  :  I  congr3,tulate  you  upon  having  the  courage  to  speak  out  against  Secretary  Chase  and  his  army 
of  tax-gatherers,  that  are  now  sucking  the  hlood  from  our  people. 

The  merchants  doing  business  upou  this  island  and  the  other  islands  (Hilton  Head  excepted)  have  to 
pay  five  per  cent,  upon  all  gor>ds  that  come  here  from  the  North,  nothwithstanding  .there  is  not  a  single 
white  resident  of  South  Carolina  upon  these  islands.  This  tax  is  put  on  to  the  account  of  the  goods,  and 
in  this  way  the  Union  soldiers  and  the  contrabands  have  to  pay  the  tax  for  the  support  of  Chase's  friends. 

Goods  are  only  allowed  to  come  into  Port  Eoynl  free  of  tax  where  they  are  landed  on  one  side  of  the 
harbor ;  on  the  other  side  they  have  to  pay  the  five  per  cent  tax  Secretary  Chase  arbitrarily  decides 
that  the  port  of  Port  Royal  includes  only  the  territory  within  the  fortifications  on  Hilton  Head  Island, 
which  are  the  Army  headquarters,  but  immediately  opposite  on  the  island  where  the  Navy  have  quar- 
ters, and  where  there  are  similiar  fortifications  to  protect  the  harbor,  he  makes  the  merchants  pay  the 
five  per  cent,  tax  The  soldiers  get  their  goods  without  the  tax,  while  the  sadors  have  to  pay  it.  There 
are  two  docks  and  wharves  in  this  port,  at  one  of  which  you  can  land  your  goods  free,  while  at  the  otiier 
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the  "  special  snpervislng  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,"  makes  you  pay  tax.     Verily,  the  "com. 
merce  foi'lows  the  flag,"  but  not  until  it  has  paid  the  taxes. 

;  Your  obedient  servant. 


Memphis,  Tennesske,  Maroh  9,  1864. 
Dt^ae  General  :  I  have  just  been  put  in  possession  of  some  very  important  information  concerning 
the  Treasury  Department: 

1.  Tliat  Oolonel  E.  H.  E.  .Jameson,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Missouri  Legislature,  got  $5,000  for  pro- 
curing a  cotton  permit  from  the  Treasury  Department  at  Cincinnati.  I  donotlvnow  who  the  purchaser 
of  the  permit  was,  but  Mr.  ■  will  probably  give  you  his. name  when  he  writes  to  you. 

This  letter  is  from  a  gentleman  of  New    York  who  is  at  the  head  of  one  of 
largest  moneyed  institutions  in  that  city: 

New  York,  March  2,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  Are  you  aware  of  the  rumors  that  are  afloat  here  regarding  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury? 

First,  have  you  heard  that  he  gave  young  Graham,  (son  of  Jolin  L.  Graham,  of  this  city,)  now  cashier 
of  the  National  Bank.  New  Orleans,  a  permit  to  take  to  New  Orleans  a  cargo  of  whisky,  by  which  he 
expects  to  make  a  clear  profit  of  from  sixty  to  eighty  thousand  dollars  ?  This  for  Mr.  Graham's  services 
in  getting  up  a  national  bank  in  New  Orleans. 

Have  you  heard  that  he  has  given  to  his  son-in-law,  Governor  Sprague,  a  permit  to  buy  cotton  at  the 
South,  by  which. he  will  probably  make  the  snug  little  sum  of  $2, 000,000  ?  Ask  William  H.  Aspinwall,  of 
this  city,  but  without  naming  me. 

Have  you  heard,  what  is  the  fact,  that  this  $11,000,000  of  five -twenty  bonds  now  asked  of  Congress  to 
make  good  the  excess  of  sale  over  the  amount  authorized  by  law,  is  just  so  much  given  to  "  Ihe  ring,'' 
Jay  Cook  &  i;o.  ?  That  is  to  say,  when  Mr.  Ohase  asked  Mr.  Cisco  to  buy  $11,000,000  at  par  to  make 
good  the  excessive  subscription  with  the  agents,  Jay  Cook  &  Co.,  Mr.  Chase  was  told  that  was  impossi- 
ble, for  the  simple  fact  of  his  buying  at  all  would  put  them  up  in  the  market.  The  Secretary  was  also 
informed  that  there  was  no  need  of  taking  any  notice  of  the  advised  subscription,  as  no  mone,^  had 
teen,  paid. 

The  way  it  was  managed  by  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  I  understand  to  be  this  :  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  telegraph  to 
their  agents  to  telegraph  back  to  them  (Jay  Cooke  &  Co.)  to  subscribe  for  so  much  of  the  five-twenty 
loan.  That  being  done,  as  soon  as  the  loan  was  all  taken  it  appeared  in  their  office  that  so  much  more 
had  been  actually,  bona-  fide,  a|)plied  for  by  outside  parties,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  a  contrivance  to  secure 
to  themselves  and  their  immediate  friends  the  profits  on  this  excess  of  $11,000,000.  Ask  Mr.  J.  J.  Cisco, 
Assistant  Treasurer,  in  this  city,  if  this  is  not  so.  But  again  I  must  ask  you  not  to  na,meme  in  this  in- 
quiry. The  Secretary  was  told  that  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  furnish  the  bonds,  as  no  money  had 
been  paid,  and  this,  too,  from  the  Assistant  Treasurer  in  this  city.  !>ut  stili  "the  ring"  had  power 
enough  to  get  the  stock  out  of  Mr.  Chase,  and  he  out  of  Congress,  I  presume.   , 

Hon  Feank  Blair.  • 

This  letter  is  from  the  writer  of  the  one  I  have  just  quoted: 

New  York,  March  7,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  in  Washington  last  week,  but  could  not  see  you,  as  my  time  was  taken  up  with 
the  sub-committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Chase's  bank  bill,  trying  to  get  some  of 
the  abominable  features  taken  out  of  it. 

I  now  inclose  an  editorial  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post  of  the  2d  instant.  Please  read  it,  as  it 
confirms  what  I  wrote  about  that  excess  asked  to  make  good  Jay  Cooke  &  Oo.'s  speculation  in  the  five- 
twenty  loan.  Yours  respectfully. 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1864. 

Deae  Sir:  We  notice  with  pleasure  that  you  purpose  introducing  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  connection  with  trade,  in  regard  ;o  the  regulations  of  Mississippi. 
At  the  same  time  please  allow  us  to  suggest  to  extend  your  investigatio7i  to  those  of  Tennessee,  Mis- 
souri, andother  States  west  and  south  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  all  goods  shipped  from  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  or  any  ottier  eastern  city,  are  subject  to  an  examination  of  their  invoices  and  a 
charge  of  five  per  cent,  commission,  and  all  those  goods  we  ship  to  those  sections  ^.re  sworn  to  as  correct 
at  our  custom-houses.  This  we  deem  a  great  injustice  to  us  all,  and  a  serious  disadvantage  to  all  eastern 
cities,  and  a  AiiQX'XQ^  advantage  to  Cincinnati.  The  delay  of  the  examination  without  the  commission 
of  five  per  cent,  will  prevent  a  large  proportion  of  the  merchants  from  purchasing  on  East. 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blaie,,  Jr. 

I  know  nearly  all  these  parties  whose  letters  I  have  read.  I  do  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  give  their  names,  because  they  would  be  subjected  to  the  persecu- 
tions from  Chase's  blood-hounds  that  I  have  suffered,  but  they  and  a  gieatmany 
others  are  at  the  service  of  the  committee  on  the  "conduct  of  the  war,"  which 
has  had  this  subject  before  them  for  now  nearlj^  two  months  without  making  a 
movement  to  itivestigate  the  charges  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

There  is  another  transaction  which  shows  the  partial  and  injurious  manner 
in  which  these  trade  regulations  are  made  to  operate  ,aofainst  my  own  constitu- 
ents, and  to  which  I  ask  attention.  On  or  about  the  16th  of  January  last  the 
fojlowing  letter  fioin  the  AsJstant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  received  in 
St.  Louis,  ■  nd  published  in  the  papers  of  that  city,  together  with  the  sections 
of  the  ^' Eeguiatioos"  to  which  it  refers: 
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TiiiiAStTE-sr  Dfif  TETMEKT,  ifanuaTy  18, 1864 

StR :  f  am  directed  by  the  Secfetfify  to  iiiform  yoti  that,  at  the  request  of  the  "War  Department, 
'quinine,  chloroform,  and  all  other  drugs  and  medicines,  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  prohibited  articles 
enumerated  in  section  thirty-eight  of  the  commercial  intercourse  regulation,  and  that  in  future  no  clears 
ance  or  permit  can  be  granted  for  the  shipment  of  these  articles,  except  upon  certificate  and  request,  or 
by  special  direction,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  that  section. 

Eespectfully,  M.  K.  FIELD, 

AsQietant  Secretary  of  the  Tceaeury. 

R.  J.  EoWAJin,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Customs,  St  Lottis^  Mo. 

Prohibited  Articles. 

Seo  8S.  No  clearance  or  permit  will  be  grantd  for  the  shipment  of  prohibited  articlea,  namely:  Canson, 
mortars,  firearms,  pistols,  bombs^  grenades,  powder,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  balls,  bullets,  pikes,  swords, 
boarding  caps.  (ai\yays  excepting  the  quantity  of  the  said  articles  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  defense 
of  the  ship  and  of  those  who  compose  the  crew,)  saddles,  bi'idles,  cartridge-bag  material,  percussion  and 
other  caps,  clothing  adapted  for  uniforms,  sail-cloth  of  all  kinds,  hemp  and  cordage,  intoxicating  drinks, 
other  than  beer  and  light  native  wines,  or  other  articles  prohibited  by  the  proper  authorities,  except  upon 
certificate  and  request  under  Regulation  thirty- two,  or  by  the  special  direction  of  the  supervising  special 
agent,  sanctioned  by  the  general  commanding  department  or  district  into  or  from  Vi'bicti  the  shipment  is 
to  be  made. 

ApplicaUoiis  for  Permits  to  Blockaded"  P&rts—Ho'W  Made. 

Seo.  S3.  Applicants  for  permits  to  ship  to  any  port  or  place  affected  by  the  existing  blockadCj  butoccu- 
]iieii  by  the  United  States  forces,  must  present,  with  their  application,  u  certificate  from  the  Department 
of  War,  or  Department  of  the  Navy,  either  directly  or  through  a  duly  authorized  officer,  that  the  articles 
are  required  for  rniiitary  or  naval  purposes^  and  a  request  ihat  the  transportation  of  the  same  may  be  per- , 
mitted,  together  with  the  invoices  in  duplicate  of  the  articles  to  be  permitted,  specilyina'  their  character, 
quantity,  value,  and  destination.  On  receiving  such  certificate  and  request  and  'duplicate  invoices,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  some  ofHcer  specially  authorized  by  him,  will  transmit  to  the  proptir  officer 
one  of  the  invoices,  and  direct  the  permitting  of  the  transportation  requested,  aad  forward  the  other  in- 
voice  to  the  assistant  or  local  special  agent  at  the  port  or  place  to  which  the  goods  are  to  be  permittet-1. 
The  assista'iit  or  local  special  agent  will,  in  all  casesj  on  the  arrival  of  any  articles  claimed  to  have  been 
permitted,  examine  and  compare  such  articles  with  the  duplicate  invoice ;  and  in  case  of  any  excess  or 
evasion  of  the  permit,  he  will  seize  the  whole  shipment,  and  report  the  faots  forthwith  to  the  supervising 
special  agent,  that  proceedings  may  be  taken  for  their  forfeiture  under  the  act  of  July  18,  1861,  May  20, 
1862,  and^March  12, 1868. 

His  order  was  enforced  in  St.  Louis  as  soon  as  received  there,  and  the  bouse 
of  Blow  &  Co.  were  refused  a  permit  to  ship  drugs.  The  refusal  v/as  made  a 
subject  of  telegraphic  communication  with  the  member  from  the  second  district 
of  Missouri,  [Mr.  Blow,]  who,  I  understand,  brought  the  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Secretary  Cha^e,  and  the  Secretary  sustained  the  refusal  of  custom- 
house officers  of  St.  Louis,  and  required  the  instructions  to  be  enforced.  But  it 
appeared  subsequently  that  at  this  very  time  no  such  instruction  had  been  re- 
ceived or  enforced  in  Cincinnati,  and  that  parties  who  had  been  refused  permits 
in  St,  Louis  y^Qiii  to  Cincinnati  and  made  the  shipment,  and  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  Surveyor  Carson,  of  Cincinnati,  and  published  in  the  Missouri 
Democrat,,  dated,  according  "to  my  recollection,  the  11th  of  February,  saying 
that  he  ba,d  received  no  such  instructions  as  those  sent  to  St.  Louis. 

The  surveyor  of  the  port  of  St.  Louis  received  and  caused  to  be  published  the 
following: 

Office  of  STTtEBVisiNS  SPFCiiL  Agent,  -/' 

'.  FiusT  Agency,  U.  S.  Tkeasuky  Depaktsiekt, 

Cincinnati,  February  26, 1864. 

Sib:  Hereafter  you  will  grant  no  clearance  or  permit  for  the  shipment  of  drugs  and  medicines  except 
in  compliance  with  the  conditions  in  Regulation  88,  they  having  been  added,  at  the  request  of  the  War 
Department,  to  the  list  of  prohibited  articles  enumerated  in  that  regulation, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

tv.>  .■../..■,; iff,;  ,     DAVID  G.  BARNITZ,     • 

-  ;         :  ....  Deputy  Supei'vising  Special  Agent,  Treasury  Dep't. 

R.  J.  Ho-WARD,  Esq.,  ''-"    ■^^■'■^i'^i^  w)  ..ffi  v^  i.*:;l..>>.- :>.•;>  i>vi:,; 

Surveyor,  (&c.,  St.  Louis,  MqI  7j  r  ■)'■.■  t  '.-.;■;  ■■         s.   -s  .r 'f.?trV)n.(    n',U  i?M 

Thus  it  seems  thkt  the  official  insLtructiona  dated  the  18th  tTanuary,  1864,  and 
enforced  in  St  Loiiis  immediately,  were  only  received  and  enforced  in  Cincinnati 
on  the  26th  of  February,  and  that  for  the  intervening  period,  about  six  weeks,. 
Cincinnati  had  enjoyed  a  monopoly  of  the  drug  market  of  the  South,  and  in 
fact  still  has  and  enjoys  this  monopoly,  unless  the  instructions  have  been  modi- 
fied, not  only  drugs  and  medicines,  but  of  all  the  prohibited  articles  enumerated 
in  section  38  of  the  Regulations,  becaus©  such  articles  can  on]y  he  permitted  by 
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the  '°  special  direction"  of  the  supervising  s,-pe(ii^\  agent  who  resides  at  Cincinnati 
and  his  deputy  also.  For  this  reason  the  whole  trade  in  the  list  of  piohibited 
articles  is  diverted  from  the  other  western  cities  and  given  to  Cincinnati.  All 
the  southern  people  in  or  out  of  our  lines,  loyal  and  disloyal,  and  even  the  con- 
trabands, must  g'et  their  pills  from  Cincinnati. 

The  comtnitlee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  that  impartial  committee  to  which 
this  matter  was  referred,  has  not  yet,  although  nearly  two  month.s  have  elapsed 
»  since  this  subject  was  committed  to  them,  notified  me  tliat  it  wanted  any  testi- 
mony on  these  subjects.  I  do  not  think  the  committee  does  want  it,  or 
has  time  to  investigate  it,  especially  as.  it  has  on  its  hands  ail  frauds  in 
contracts  connected  with  the  war;  and  that  is  the  reason  I  h^ve  volunteered 
some  of  it  here,  and  given  the  committee  the  means  of  inquiring  into  the  mat- 
ter when  they  have  leisure;  but  whether  it  does  or  not,  the  inquiry  will  be 
made.  Whether  it  is  done  by  this  Congress  or  not,  there  will  be  a  Congress 
that  will  do  it.  And  Mr.  Chase  cannot  escape.  He  is  sure  to  answer,  and 
however  deeply  the  committee  may  lay  the  whitewash  on  it,  cannot  conceal  the 
dark  bac.ki^round.  However^  he  may  undeitake  to  persecute  and  drag:  down 
men  who  speak  of  these  nefarious  transactions,  I  say  that  the  time  will  come 
w-hen  he  will  lie  held  to  just  accountability,  when  he  will  be  cailled  before  the 
bar  to  answer  for  all  he  has  done;  and  all  the  efforts  m^de  by  his  friends  thus 
indirectly  to  shield  him  from  the  chaiges  made  against  him  will  not  serve  their 
purpose. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  deemed  it  due  t  >  myself,  since  I  was  not  allowed  a  com- 
mittee by  which  to  prove  the  allegations  that  I  made  here,  to  say  this  much  in 
justification  of  ray  action  in  the  citv  of  St.  Louis,  in  a  spee^  h  which  I  made 
there,  and  also  in  a  speech  which  I  made  on  this  floor  in  regard  to  t  lis  matler„ 
It  will  be  recollected  that  when  I  first  offered  this  resolution,  it  was  <',ouched 
in  plain,  simple  language,  without  any  assault  on  the  Secretary  of  rhe  Trea- 
sury; and  it  was  not  until  one  of  his  friends  on  the  oth^r  side  rose  and  assailed 
me  for  attacking  Mr.  Chase,  by  offering  the  resolution,  that  I  rose  and  u^ave  my 
reasons  for  so  doing.  Then,  sir,  this  affair  was  sought  to  be  turn'd  int )  a  per- 
sonal matter  ;  and  an  attempt  madn  to  drag  me  down  by  engaging  me  in  a 
controversy  with  Chase's  understra!)j)er-,  commenced  by  the  agents  of  Mr. 
Chase  in  St.  Louis,  is  brought  into  this  House. 

A  judicial  investigation  has  recently  been  held  in  which  it  was  conclusively 
proved  that  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  who  firu^e  so  largely  and  disgrae.e^^ally  in  these 
letters  in  connection  with  the  eleven  mi  lions  excess  of  five-twenty  bonds,  are 
the  principal  owners  of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer.  I  sh.o\i\(\  hdva  guessed  as 
much  from  the  fact  cfthe  abus-^  heaix-d  upon  me  by  this  Treasury  organ  about 
this  ''  liquor  speculation."  Mr.  Ch  is''-*  banking  agents,  as  well  as  his  Treasury 
agents  and  special  and  supervising  s>  ecia!  agents,  have  all  been  brought  into 
requisition  to  forge  and  counterfeit  and  tell  lies  to  break  me  down  for  t-xposing 
and  h  -Iding  up  to  public  contem;  t    n  !  scorn  their  employer  a-id  master. 

In  addition  to  the  profits  realize  i  by  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  on  the  fraudulent 
sub^^cription  for  the  eleven  millions  ex  ess  of  five  twenty  bonds  which,  as  the 
bonds  were  twelve  per  cent,  above  pa-  :t  the  time  of  their  issu*-,  the  profits  on 
them  mu^t  have  exceeded  a  millio  ^  's  !  a  quarter  of  dollars,  ihis  firm  has  als® 
made  profits  on  the  negotiation  of  ;  e  five  twenty  loan,  and  oth^^r  b  okerage 
business  for  the  Treasury  Departm-  rif  ;  according  to  the  statement  of  S-cretary 
Chase,  by  himself  transmitted  (»fl5ria:|y  to  this  House,  the  sum  of  |450,000,  as 
near  as  I  recollect,  not  having  the  S';.ietary's  communication  befort- me.  A 
million  and  three  <juarteis  of  dollar  i<-alized  by  a  banking  firm  in  less  than 
nine  months  is  a  comfortable  conip  •  ;  cy  for  two  or  three  private  gentlemen, 
and  would  aid  in  the  establishment  -  f  a  good  many  newspapers  in  the  interest 
•of  Mr,  Chase  by  these  men,  who  ar^^  sfiown  to  be  banking  on  political  capital 
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to  a  greater  extent  tlian  upon  tteir  money.  Accordingly,  we  find  a  great  rnany 
newspapers  in  favor  of  Chase  for  President,  and  very  few  people. 

Nobody  is  simple  enough  to  believe  that  the  distinguished  Secretary  has 
really  retired  from  the  canvass  for  the  nomination  to  the  Presidency,  al- 
though he  has  written  a  letter  decliniog  to  be  a  candidate.  That  letter  was 
written  because  the  "  strictly  private  "  circular  of  the  Pomeroy  committee  un- 
earthed his  underground  and  under-hand  intrigue  against  the  President.  It 
was  such  a  disgraceful  and  disgusting  sight  to  make  use  of  the  patronage  and 
power  given  him  by  the.  President  against  his  chief,  that  even  Chase  got 
ashamed  to  occupy  such  a  position  publicly.  For  that  reason  his  letter  was 
written ;  be  wanted  to  get  down  under  the  ground  and  work  there  in  the  dark 
as  he  is  now  doing,  and  running  the  Pomeroy  machine  on  the  public  money  as 
vigorously  as  ever. 

The  work  is  now  being  done  in  Fremont's  name,  and  that  poor  creature  i? 
unconscious  of  being  made  a  catspaw  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  his  intrigu- 
ing rival.  His  plan  is  to  hold  a  convention  of  Jacobins  and  red  republican 
revolutionary  Germans  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  precisely  as  Calhoun  used  poor  John 
Tyler  to  hold  a  side  convention  in  1844  to  force  the  Democrats  to  drop  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  The  Cleveland  convention  is  a  whip  convention  which  will  say  to 
the  Union  convention  to  be  held  at  Baltimore,  "If  you  insist  oti  the  noraina- 
tion  of  Lincoln  we  will  nominate  Fremont  against  bim  as  an  independent  can- 
didate." In-  this  way,  if  the  delegates  who  have  been  instructed  to  vote  for 
Lincoln  can  be  b  >ug\\t  with  greenbacks  or  tVightened  by  the  Jacobin  hobgob- 
lin, it  is  expected  that  Chase,  who  has  so  magnanimously  declined  to  be  a 
candidate,  will  then  be  taken  up  as  a  com|>romise  candidate.  This  is  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  8:"cretary  and  the  Pomeroy  (U">ramittee.  It  embraces  the  tactics, 
the  intrigue,  the  corruption,  and  fraud  of  Calhoun  and  Biddle  combined. 


Printed  by  L.  Towers  <fe  Co.,  corner  Louisiana  avenue  and  ©tin  street,  Washington, 
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